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Intr@ductgﬂ

The Geographic Research Area contribution to the Power Posliions
Project will consist of two yarts. The first part will deal with a
iimited mumber of elsments which are held to be truly significan:c and
also uniguely geographic. The second pert will deal with the reistive
degree of knowledge of the Physical emviromment that exists betwoen
the Free World and the Sino-Soviet Eloo,

In approeching the problem of determining the elsuments of n.tional
power involved in the confliet between the Free World and the Sii0-
Boviet Bloe, we ars faced with the problem of selecting items or topics
which are truly geographic. There are a large nwaber of toplce which
normally enter into s Gasaription of a sountry or a region which are
nominally called geograpkic because they are dealt with by geogrsphers
in their description of various parts of the earth's surface, Bome of
these items may be properly clasaified as being uniquely geographic;
others are more moperly the respongibility of & specielist in ansther
field. It is the fact that seogruphers deal broadly with a lerge number
of fields, which are trested in deptk by others, that confuses thoe line
between subjects thst are reculiarly geographic and those that s witile
Possensing certain geogrephic factors, such as location-space rel:tionsh: pe,
are studied and developed in datail by non-geographers. Those elcmonts
of nationel power which ars truly geogrephic in nature and gignifiecent
which vill be discussed here are: (1) location, (2) size, (3) shepe, anc

(4) voundaries. Other topics -~ such as climate, terrain, vegetat lon,
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aatural resources, population, ethnie charscteristice, transporitazion
and communications, while usually dealt with by geographers and con-
sidered as geographic elewents, are usuallydeveloped Ly epecimlisis in
these particular rields and, except for the geographic factors vhich are
definable in each, ere pepsrate flelds unto themselves, The determinsiicw
of the power position significence of these and other related tipies it
left to the substantive experts in those filelds.

The growth and expension of nations, peacefully or otherwise, is
to 8 lurge degrae conditioned by the state of lmowledse of naticns of
their own end other's physiczl environment. Any relstive dispariiy in
the degreas of such knowledge is bound $0 give one nation or group of
nstions an advantage in pover relationships with respect to othera.
The Geograghic Resesrch Area feels that an assessment of the depree of
knowledge of the physicel suvirenment that existe in apd betweer cthe
Free World and the Sino-Soviet Bloc is & sigaificant and neeessery con-
tribution to the Power Fositions project. The Geographic Research Ares
is sufficiently competert in the broac range of topics which enier inte
the belance of power to meke such an evaluation and takes this cpporturit;
to do so.

- 2 g
Approved For Release 1999/09/16 : CIA-RQEAR:N9844R000200170019-4




